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1.Objectives.
The purpose of this program is to encourage the owners, trainers and handlers to further develop and extend 
their skills by participating in the discipline Dog Dancing. The program was drawn up in such a way that all 
breeds, without distinction, are able to participate.
The training involved for this discipline will bring the dog into contact  with other dogs and people, thereby 
making him more confident and sociable. The confidence, calmness and obedience necessary in this sport will 
ensure that dogs and owners are acceptable in society and will contribute to improved performances in other 
disciplines and dog sports.

2. Regulations and practical guidelines when organising competitions.

2.1. General rules.

2.1.1.The competitions are covered by the general rules of the KKUSH . These competitions must be published 
in the official  yearly sporting calendar,  indicating the name,  official  number of the organizing club, 
address to which the entries must be sent, date and program of the event, phone, fax, e-mail address, 
bank account on which the entry money must be paid.

2.1.2.It should be noted that all organizing clubs, even when they have published their event in the sporting calendar, 
must officially notify  the KMSH (Royal Society Saint Hubert) of the event and must give the names of the  
members of the jury and this at least  two months before the date of the event.  This can also be done via 
www.mykkush.be

2.1.3 Since January 1, 2012 HTM (Heelwork to Music) is also recognized as Dog Dance discipline. To launch 
this  discipline,  all  clubs that organize a competition should include both freestyle  and HTM in their 
schedule.

Since January 1, 2012, dogs must have passed the Test of Social Behavior in order to enter the competition 
classes.

2.2. Assessment by the members of the jury.

2.2.1.The jury members who are invited to judge the competition will always pursue the above mentioned 
objectives. In their assessment, it’s also important that they focus especially on the basic exercises and 
movements that are required.

2.3. Ring size.

2.3.1.The exercises are performed in an area that is free of hindrance. This can be the grounds of the organizing  
club if these grounds are sufficient for the purpose. Competitions can be held outdoors or “indoor” and 

http://www.mykkush.be/
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can, in principle, be held in all weather conditions. 

2.3.2.The dimensions of the ring for all classes must be at least 12 m x 10 m with a maximum dimension of  20 m x 
25m. Other ‘in between’ ring sizes are allowed provided they are authorized..  Competitors in the classes 
Initiation, Beginners, Novice and Intermediate are not obliged to use the whole area of a full sized ring 
and the judges should take this into account when assessing the routine. The organizing club is free to 
determine the ring size, but must inform the participants at least one month before the competition in case 
the competitors wish to alter their routine according to the ring size. The ring must be fenced off. Dogs 
standing around the ring may not disturb to participants in the ring, otherwise the Ring Steward will ask  
them to leave. If a disturbance caused by a dog on the sidelines disrupts the routine in progress, the jury 
may ask the handler to stop their routine and to start again, after the disturbing element has been removed. 
The entrance and exit of the ring should be in sight of the jury members.

2.3.3.The surface should be flat and not slippery whether the event is held in or outdoors. For an indoor event a floor 
covering or carpet may be used but must be correctly and evenly secured The colour of the flooring is not 
important as long as the teams are clearly visible to the jury members.

2.4. Entries.

2.4.1.The entries are made per team (owner-dog-handler), and can be posted or sent by e-mail, using a uniform 
registration  form  and  accompanied  by  the  entry  fee.  Entries  can  also  be  made  via 
www.kkushdogs.be  .  The same rules apply for foreign participants

2.4.2.Written cancellation is possible with valid reasons until 4 weeks before the competition. Administrative 
costs will be charged (max. 40% of the registration fee). If the team pulls out during the month before the 
event the entry fee is not refundable. 

2.4.3.The organizers have the right to place defaulters on a “forfeit list”, providing this is in accordance with 
current regulations. They also have the right to refuse entries, without justification..

2.4.4.The organizers can decide on the number of participants they can accept, bearing in mind that the 
completion must end within the regulation timeframe.

2.4.5.In season bitches are only allowed in the Advanced and the Fun & Feed classes, participating at the end 
of their class. The handler must inform the organizing club in time. They may only enter the competition 
area when all the other participants have finished competing.

2.5. Classes.

2.5.1.Initiation:
2.5.1.1.This test is intended to show that the dog is ready for competition work . See also point4.3.7.
2.5.1.2.Dogs that pass the Initiation test may compete in the Beginners class at the next event.

http://www.kkushdogs.be/
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2.5.2.Beginners:
2.5.2.1.For teams who have passed the initiation test. See also point3“Qualifying for a higher class”.

2.5.3.Novice:
2.5.3.1.For dogs which have qualified from the Beginners class. See also point3.

2.5.4.Intermediate:
2.5.4.1.For dogs which have qualified from the Novice class. See also point3.

2.5.5.Innovation:
2.5.5.1.This class is for either one handler with more than one dog or several handlers with several dogs 

working together in a routine. The entry fee is the standard entry fee..

2.5.6.Advanced:
2.5.6.1.This is the highest class.

2.5.7 Fun & Feed
2.5.7.1 In this class, food and/or toys may be used. The use of the leash is also allowed. Moreover, since this  

is not a competition class it is open to dogs that are six months or older on the day of the competition.  
Dogs in this class do not require a workbook. Food/treats and toys are prohibited in all other classes.

2.5.8 In general the juniors compete first in each class. HTM classes are scheduled first and then Freestyle.  
Should there be too few participants in any one class there may be a change to the scheduled order of 
classes to allow dogs to recuperate.

2.6. General guidelines.

2.6.1.Several rings may be used, the same jury judges an entire class to ensure consistency. . 

2.6.2.In principle, competitions may not start before 10 AM.

2.6.3. A competition  may in principle  not last  longer  than 8 hours incl.lunch break and prize giving.  E.g.  a 
competition that starts at 10 AM should end at 6 PM at the latest 

2.6.4.Exceptionally,  the  competition  can  be  extended  by one  hour  if  there  are  more  than  60 entries.  The 
competition can start earlier or end later.

2.6.5.A competition held  in the afternoon should start by 2 PM and end by 10 PM, incl. prize giving.
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2.6.6.Between the different classes there may be a short break. Normally there should not be a break during a 
class. 

2.6.7. A lunch break of at least one hour should be allowed for..

2.6.8.The initiation class starts first, then in order : beginners, novice, intermediate, innovation and advanced.

2.6.9.The participants compete with their dog according to their assigned number.

2.6.10.Participants  who have qualified for a  higher class at  the last  moment should inform the organizers 
before the competition. The organizers will take this into account and enter the  team in the appropriate  
class.

2.6.11.The organizing club may ask an entrance fee for spectators, subject to the statutory provisions.

2.6.12 A dog may only be entered once in each class, but he may compete both in HTM as Freestyle. 

2.6.13 Props/Accessories :

- Mobile or static objects are allowed and may be carried and/or retrieved by the dog.

- Must not endanger the dog .

- May be carried into the ring and taken out again by at least 2 persons, one of whom is the handler of 
the dog itself.

- Props/accessories must be set up within 90 seconds and removed within 90 seconds.

- Must be integrated into the routine and contribute to the interpretation of the routine.

- Other dogs or people may not be used as ‘props’ the exception being in the Innovation class..

- In the innovation class, no other animals than dogs may be used

- Costume:  The  handler  is  always  neatly  dressed  and  may  never  ridicule  the  sport  by  being 
inappropriately dressed..

2.6.14 Foreign handlers compete at the level in which they normally compete in their own country. 

2.6.15 Interruption of the routine

In exceptional cases, the jury can decide a routine may be repeated or stopped without there being a 
a disqualification. For example, if another dog enters the ring or if another dog  causes a disturbance 
and distracts the dog in the ring, if there is a problem with the music… When this happens the jury 
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may allow the handler the time to settle their dog before restarting but this must not take any longer 
than the normal time of a routine. It is up to the jury to decide if a routine should be restarted, the 
handler continues his routine unless the jury intervenes.

2..7. Admission requirements for competitions.

2.7.1.Only participants that are members of a club recognized by the KKUSH are allowed, except for foreign 
competitors. The participant must mention the name of their club on the entry form. Per “competition year”  
(from 01/12 until 30/11 of the subsequent year) a combination (handler + dog) for the discipline Dog Dancing 
may only compete under one and the same club, unless with a mutual and written agreement of the clubs 
concerned.  Foreign  participants  should belong to a  club  recognized by their  National  Kennel  Club and 
recognized by the FCI. 

2.7.2.Dogs must  be at  least  12 months  old,  on the day of the competition,  in possession of a workbook 
(available via the KMSH) and in medical good health. For the Fun and Feed class the dogs must be 6 
months old and in good health.

2.7.3.Handlers must be older than 16 years, on the day of the competition. Juniors may NOT be younger than 
12 and maximum 16 years old on the day of the competition. The juniors must be able to control their 
dog

2.7.4.Every participant, excepting competitors from abroad, must have an official workbook from the KKUSH. 
Dogs without a pedigree have a workbook marked with a diagonal stripe. Competitors from abroad 
should have a similar workbook, delivered by their  N.K.C. recognized by the FCI

2.7.5.Every  participantmust  be  present  at  least  one  (1)  hour  before  the  estimated  start  of  his  class.  The 
workbook are handed in to the show secretary to be checked, and later the results will be entered .

2.7.6.The dog must have had the required vaccinations. The handler always takes the vaccination certificate 
with him which can be requested for inspection at any time.

2.7.7.The participants bring their own music. This can only be on CD/DVD (or mp3 providing the permission 
is requested beforehand). In case of a CD with several tracks, the number of the selected track must be 
mentioned clearly. Please do not put stickers with data directly on the CD/DVD, this to prevent damage 
to the technical installation. The name of the participant must be mentioned on the CD written by hand 



9
StichtendLid/ MembreFondateur Vzw VdA-AdDasbl Vergadering der Afgevaardigden/AssembléedesDélégués

Verenigingzonderwinstoogmerk/ Associationsansbutlucratif
Secr. Simonne Lauwers Hoge Heerweg 43 B-9100 St Niklaas 037/76.36.44
Adj. secr. Elke Boxoen L. Maskenslaan 22   B-8660 De Panne 0474/66.45.70
President: Luc Daems Olmsebaan 285 B-2450 Meerhout 0498/84.44.51
E-mail: dogdance.5b@gmail.com

with a pen of with a sticker on the CD cover. Indications about the volume can also be mentioned. 

2.7.8.Every organizer of a competition must comply with the current regulations of SABAM regarding music 
rights. 

2.7.9.Before the competition starts, the list of participants from the catalogue must be displayed.

2.8. Administrative and practical commitments.

2.8.1.At least one week before the competition the organizing club informs every participant when they are due 
to be in the ring, their class and their allotted number. A location plan and itinerary to the location of the 
competition may also be added. 

2.8.2.The organizing club designates a person who assumes the overall responsibility for the running of the 
event. He/she is the person who is in direct contact with the president of the jury.

2.8.3.The organizing club designates, eventually per class, a ring steward (M/F) who is also there to assist the  
jury. It’s his/her job, on request of the president of the jury, to calm down or even remove discourteous 
or unsportsmanlike spectators, with help from the police if necessary.

2.8.4. The organizing club provides score and  result sheets. 

2.8.5.The organizers designate the scorekeeper who will  immediately after the end of each routine, enter and record 
the scores (preferably on the computer with a simple spreadsheet). The organizers are free to designate “a 
writer” per judge. This is not obligatory. 

2.8.6.It’s useful to provide a clock or stop watch so that the times of the routines can be checked.

2.8.7.The  organizers  must  provide  an  adapted  music  installation  which  can  play  CDs  and  DVDs  (+ 
eventually mp3).

2.8.8.The DJ will be impartial and adapt the volume according to the wishes of the participant so that nobody is 
favored or disadvantaged. 

2.8.9.A presenter/MC may be chosen by the organizers to introduce the teams. The presenter is always 
serene and impartial when giving comments.

2.8.10.It’s recommended to have a veterinarian present at the competition. Otherwise, the phone number of a 
vet on duty should be readily available. 

2.8.11.The organizers will send the results (filled in catalogues) to the KMSH, the secretary of the V.d.A./A.d.D. and 
the secretary of section 5B and this within 14 days after the competition. These catalogues are checked before the 
start of the competition and each page is signed by the president of the jury. It’s forbidden to make changes to 
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these catalogues  once they have been signed. The results  on an excel  sheet  are  also sent  to  the  section 
dogdance.5b@gmail.com via e-mail within 14 days after the competition.

2.8.12.The organizers are obliged to pay the taxes to the KMSH and the V.d.A./A.d.D. The KMSH can provide 
an invoice. The taxes to the V.d.A./A.d.D. should be paid within 14 days after the competition. 

2.8.13.To mention in the catalogues:
2.8.13.1.Name and number of the organizing club.
2.8.13.2.Place and date of the competition.
2.8.13.3.Name of the members of the jury.
2.8.13.4.Name of the person responsible for the event and ring stewards.
2.8.13.5.Full schedule.
2.8.13.6.Division per class and in numerical order. 
2.8.13.7.Name of the owners of the dogs, name of the handler, name of the club they compete under, name 

of the dog, gender, date of birth, pedigree number, workbook number.
2.8.13.8.Title of the music, performer and duration. 
2.8.13.9.Alphabetical list of the participants with address.
2.8.13.10.Extra information on the first page or frontpage in a framework of 5 cm x 8 cm
2.8.13.10.1.Name of the organizing club.
2.8.13.10.2.KKUSH(number)
2.8.13.10.3.Organizes on ../../…(date organization).
2.8.13.10.4.According toSection5B
2.8.13.10.5.A competitionDogDancing.
2.8.13.10.6.Number of participants per class : Initiation, Beginners, Novice, Intermediate, Advanced, Fun & 

Feed (F & F).(HTM + FREESTYLE  together, juniors incl.)

2.9. Handlers.

2.9.1.A dog may be presented by another person than the handler. This must be mentioned on the entry 
form. During the competition the handler may not be replaced. 

2.10. The jury.

2.10.1.In  principle,  the  jury  is  composed  of  minimum  3  judges  and  maximum  5  judges  who  assess 
independently of each other and who may not participate in the competition. When the chub opts for 
more than 3 judges, the club can decide if the highest and lowest score are discarded or not.

2.10.2.The Belgian judges must be chosen from the approved list of “judges” of the KKUSH. 

2.10.3.Foreign judges are only allowed if they are mentioned on the “judges” lists of the different kennel clubs 
connected to the FCI. 

mailto:dogdance.5b@gmail.com
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2.10.4. Minimum three official judges must be present at competitions. 

2.10.5.If three or more judges are invited,  but on the day of the competition one or more judges are 
absent 

due to unforeseen circumstances, the competition can continue normally.

2.10.6.If there are less than three judges, a judge  who happens to be present at the competition may asked to 
join the jury. If there is no other judge present at the competition, a judge or candidate-judge who is  
competing can be asked. This judge does not assess the class in which he/she is competing.

2.10.7.

2.10.8.“Candidate judges” can request to be present, in order to have the opportunity to prepare themselves for their 
exam of Jury Dog Dancing. The candidate judges have no right to influence the decisions or  in any way 
influence the other judges. If this does happen, the jury may ask the organizers to remove the candidate judge 
from the judge table. (Exception is Art. 2.10.6) 

2.10.9.The organizing club is free to refuse or invite these candidates and without any justification.

2.11.The jury: in general .

2.11.1.The judges will adhere to the existing regulations and the proposed points system. Judges are always 
impartial.  

2.11.2.The judges must be given a written invitation, only a written invitation and  written confirmation are binding.

2.11.3.Prizes at a competition may vary.. When two or more participants 
end with the same result, the highest points for the technical part count and then the highest points for the 
artistic part. If the points are the same then the president of the jury decides. 

3. Qualifying for a higher class.

3.1. The handler is obliged, when moving to a higher class to have their workbook checked by the president of 
the jury who will note this in the workbook and confirm it with his signature. 

3.2.  It is the dog that qualifies. Handlers who participate with more than one dog may not add points from 
different dogs. A dog always competes in the class mentioned in the workbook. Participating in a lower or 
higher class is never allowed. 
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3.3. If you obtain 4 x 8, you MAY go to the next class. If you obtain 2 x 9, you MAY go to the next class. If  
you obtain 4 x 9 you MUST go to the next class. You may a maximum of one competition year in the same 
class with 4 x a score higher than 8, then you must make move up to the following class. 

3.4. A competition year is from 01-12 until 30-11of the subsequent year. 

4. Competitions.

4.1. General guidelines.

4.1.1.The participants will always be polite towards the jury, the helpers and other participants. Inappropriate 
language or inappropriate behavior before, during or after the competition can lead to disqualification.  

4.1.2.The chosen music must be: : 

Initiation: maximum 2.30 minutes and minimum 1.30 minutes

Beginners: maximum 2.30 minutes and minimum 1.30 minutes

Novice : maximum 3 minutes and minimum 2 minutes

Intermediate: maximum 3.30 minutes and minimum 2.30minutes

Advanced + Innovation: maximum 4 minutes with a minimum of 3.00 minutes

When the maximum time is exceeded or the time is too short, penalty points will be given. When the 
time exceeded is over 15 seconds, this will lead to a disqualification.

4.1.3.Preparing and removing props/accessories may only take 3 minutes in total (2 x 1,5 minutes). If this 
time is exceeded, this will lead to disqualification. 

4.1.4.The use of a leash in the ring is never allowed. If possible, the clubs provide a separate waiting area, 
where the dog is alone until it’s his turn. The leash is given to the ring steward before entering the ring. A 
collar, only around the neck, is allowed as decoration and must be worn loosely around the neck. Collars  
that can be used to work at a distance (e.g. teletac or others) are strictly forbidden and lead to immediate  
disqualification. A collar should be worn around the neck and not around the shoulders and chest. It 
should be maximum 15 cm wide for large dogs, 10 cm wide for medium dogs and 7 cm wide for small  
dogs. The dogs are hereby classified by height at the withers as in agility : large from 43 cm, small until 
34,9 cm and medium from 35 to 42,9 cm. The collar should be, as the rules prescribe, loose around the 
neck. The ring steward should verify this. He will consult the jury in case of doubt who can double check 
before the routine starts. A hat is not considered as a collar, nor is any other clothing such as pants, a  
diaper, wristbands, … A plastron, a handkerchief or other decoration around the neck which gives the 
routine more value is allowed, but should be checked by the jury BEFORE the start of the routine and 
may or may not be permitted, depending on whether it could handicap the dog.. The decision must be 
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respected by the participants and is valid for the competition itself, but is not definitive.. Handlers who 
ignore the advice of the jury are disqualified for the competition. The section 5b can decide afterwards if  
the object should be allowed or not. The results of the competition stay in any case the same. A rubber  
hair band ( on the head) for long coated dogs is allowed in order to allow the dog to see clearly.. The 
purpose is  primarily to improve visibility  of the dog. Decorating the dog with glitter  or hair  dye  is 
forbidden. 

4.1.5.Only in the Fun & Feed (F & F) class may food and/or toys may be used. The use of the leash is also  
allowed in this class. Moreover, since this is not a competition class, dogs from the age of  6 months may 
enter, for ring training and getting used to the public. This class is not age-related for the handlers. Treats  
and toys are no longer permitted in the initiation class and beginners class. (This includes food for the 
handler!)

4.1.6.Commands may be given with the voice, a gesture, a whistle and/or body language. 

4.1.7.The handler will only start his routine when the president of the jury is ready. The handler may wait 
anywhere in the ring while waiting for a signal from the president of the jury. The handler indicates 
when the music has to start. 

4.1.8.The handler is free to wait outside the ring until the jury is ready.

4.2. Immediate disqualification.

4.2.1.An attempt to mislead the jury is punished with exclusion.

4.2.2.When a handler is caught attempting to cheat, this will lead to exclusion. 

4.2.3.Not respecting the law on doping (dog and/or handler) leads to immediate exclusion. 

4.2.4.In all classes, showing food leads to exclusion with the exception of the Fun & Feed (F & F) class.

4.2.5.If the dog leaves the ring, the team is excluded.

4.2.6.If the dog urinates or defecates in the ring, the team is excluded. 

4.2.7.If the routine is interrupted by the handler, the team is excluded. 

4.2.8.Any form of aggression towards the dog is never tolerated and leads to immediate exclusion. 

4.2.9.The president will indicate a disqualification by crossing his arms in front of his chest. The music will 
be stopped and the team must leave the ring or may eventually finish the routine in order not to de-
motivate  the dog. 
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4.3.Scoring (see score sheet in the annex). This scoring applies since 01/12/2013.

Points are given for : 

4.3.1.PRESENTATION – 10 points
This includes : 

- collaborationbetween dog and handler
- presentation of the routine
- hand gestures/help
-attention of the dog + degree of difficulty

4.3.2.CONTENT - 10 points
This includes : 

- number of exercises
- correct execution 
- choreography
- use of the ring (50 % small dogs and 75 % big dogs)
- degree of difficulty considering the characteristics of the breed

4.3.3 ARTISTIC CONTENT - 10 points
This includes : 

- musical interpretation 
- does the routine suit the music
- does the music suit the dog
- clothing and accessories

The final score per participant is out of 30 points which is then reduced to 10 points 

Remarks     
Minus points are subtracted AFTER reduction to 10.
If necessary, the president of the jury can subtract points after discussion with the other jury members:
- when the dog behaves badly or if the  handler is discourteous or unsportsmanlike. 
- Constant barking during the routine can be considered by the jury as “disturbing” and lead to a 
maximum of 1 minus point per jury member. 
- For dogs with an unkempt appearance, the judges can subtract a maximum of 1 point per jury member . 

      4.3.4. 
      4.3.5. 
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4.3.6. Extra attention should be paid to the following:.
During the assessment, the judges will always consider the following points :

4.3.6.1.Every move is allowed as far as it remains medically justified for the dog and/or handler. However, 
when a judge considers that there is a “forbidden move”, he takes note of it, and this note will be passed 
to  the  section  5b which  will  refer  this  to  the  veterinary  committee  whereupon THE SECTION 5b 
TAKES A DECISION. If a “move” is forbidden, the players are informed via their club through the 
usual Newsletter and  thereafter using the move will lead to a disqualification . 

4.3.6.2.The handler must avoid irresponsible moves, especially in case of young dogs. 

4.3.6.3.Material,accessories and/or appropriate clothing of the handler are allowed, but must be proportionate 
to the routine. 

4.3.6.4.When judging a routine, the jury must take into account the behavior, the temperament and the will-to-please of 
the dog. The dog must perform the given orders without reluctance.

4.3.6.5.New moves are encouraged.

4.3.7.INITIATION. FREESTYLE
The handler must  show during his routine at least 10 moves which he can choose from the following 
list : 

4.3.7.1.Heelwork.
Every heelwork exercise is considered as one separate exercise and is performed together with the 
handler. 

4.3.7.1.1.A traditional follow exercise, on the left or the right of the handler. 
4.3.7.1.2.Backwards heel.
4.3.7.1.3.Dog between the legs.
4.3.7.1.4.Sidewards left and right.
4.3.7.1.5.Sidewards, moving left or right in front of the handler.

4.3.7.2.Circles.
4.3.7.2.1.Circle or round.

The dog makes a circle in any direction, no matter what diameter. The circle may be around 
the handler or around an accessory. Every circle is considered as a separate exercise.

4.3.7.2.2.Spin or twist.
The dog makes a small circle in any direction, each direction counts as a separate move exercise. 
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4.3.7.2.3.Circle around one leg.
The dog spins around the left or right leg, in both directions. 
Every leg or direction is considered as a separate exercise.

4.3.7.2.4.Circle backwards.
The dog turns backwards around the handler. The execution can be in both directions and both are 
considered as a separate exercise. 

4.3.7.3.Various.
4.3.7.3.1.Waiting.

The dog must remain static and this in any position while the handler moves. 
4.3.7.3.2.Poses or position.

Every pose is considered a separate exercise. 
The dog maintains a stationary position such as bow, sitting up, lying on the back, etc. 

4.3.7.3.3.Bow or greeting.
The dog bends both forelegs. This can be done at a distance.

4.3.7.3.4.Weaving,slalom and8-shape.
These are considered as separate exercises. 
A compilation of alternating turns or circles in a free position.
In an 8-shape around or through the legs of the handler. 
This can also be combined with accessories.
The 8-shape can be done backwards, side wards or stationary.

4.3.7.3.5.Jumps.
The dog jumps over limbs, the back of the handler or over an accessory. The dog hops or jumps 
individually. 

4.3.7.3.6.Pawwork (Kik and Lot).
The dog uses his forelegs individually on command of the handler. 

4.3.7.3.7.Rollover.
The dog “rolls over” starting from a lying position in any direction

4.3.7.3.8.Beg.
The dog sits, holding  the front legs in the air. 

4.3.7.3.9.Backing or backwards.
The dog moves backwards, with or without the handler. 

4.3.7.3.10.Work at distance, away, forward.
The dog is sent  away at a reasonable distance from the handler, and remains at a distance to 
perform an exercise.. 

4.3.7.3.11.Hind leg work.
With or without the support of the handler, forward or backwards walking and making circles. 
To be considered as separate exercises.
Walking  on the hind legs is only appropriate for adult and lightly built dogs. If done with 
heavily built dogs, they must be supported the whole time. 
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4.3.7.3.12.Back up.
The dog is sent away forwards and has to come back backwards through the legs of the handler. 

4.3.7.3.13.Backwards weave.
Same exercise as forward weave but the dog does everything in a backwards move

4.3.7.3.14.Crawling.
The dog maintains the “down” position while he “crawls.

4.3.7.3.15.Hide.
The dog rubs his nose with the left, right or both paws. 

4.3.8.BEGINNERS.
The jury takes into account that this is a “motivation” class. There is only limited work on the 
hind legs. Food and toys may no longer be used. 

4.3.9.NOVICE.
No food or toys.
Accessories must be part of the routine.

4.3.10.INTERMEDIATE.
No food or toys.
Accessories must be part of the routine.

4.3.11. ADVANCED.
No food or toys.
Accessories must be part of the routine.

4.3.12.JUNIORS.

The juniors compete in the class for which the dog is qualified  and can qualify for higher classes 
in the same way as the adult handlers.. There is an extra ranking for them per group. The clubs 
give each participating junior a souvenir. They compete at the beginning of each class (beginners, 
novice, …) before the other participants. There will be a ranking for that class for both the seniors 
and the juniors. Junior handlers (under 18 years old) must be accompanied at competitions by an 
adult. The junior class is for 12 to 16 year olds. 

4.3.13.INNOVATION.
This  class comes AFTER INTERMEDIATE and BEFORE ADVANCED and this  because in 
season bitches may compete in the Advanced class. 

4.3.14 FUN & FEED  (F & F)
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In this  class  food and toys  may be used.  The use of  the leash  is  also allowed in this  class. 
Moreover, since this is not a competition class, dogs from 6 months may enter to enable them to 
gain experience in the ring. This class is not age-related for the handlers. No ranking is made for 
this class. The subscription fee is also € 9,00.

4.4.Communication with the public.

4.4.1  The  signs  with  A  B C previously  used  are  no  longer  applied  since  2012.  The  points  are  directly 
communicated to the show secretary. The following gives an indication of the level of the routine : 

6 - 7.5 for a routine that still needs a lot of work

7.5 - 8.00 for a routine that is very good for the current class of the handler, but that 
needs more work 

8.00- 9.00 very good routine provided some small modifications good enough for the 
next level

9.00 and higher without any problems ready for a higher level

4.4.2.The marking sheets are directly handed to the secretary. The points are checked, recorded and processed 
and reduced to a score out of 10.

4.4.3. The organizers may display the results of the morning classes at lunch time..

4.5. Prize giving.

4.5.1.  At  the  meeting  in  Ganshoren on 11/02/2012 was decided that  :  the  entry fee  remains  € 9.00 but 
WITHOUT offering a souvenir for all competitors (this for ALL clubs). Handlers will be given their 
results  along with their CD/DVD.

5  . Selection criteria WC FCI DD, Grote Prijs of Belgium, Crufts, EC …  

Standards to respect :  
The candidates (owners and handlers) must have the Belgian nationality or be domiciled (main residence) for at 
least 3 years in Belgium.
A candidate who has represented another country during this time is not eligible to  represent Belgium.
The candidates must be a member of a club affiliated to the KKUSH and may be under a sanction. 
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For the selection, the team must compete in the “advanced” class.
For the selection, the following ranking system is used:
The candidates  must participate in five competitions, in at least three different Belgian provinces and under at 
least five different judges. Exceptions are determined according to the ranking. 
To be able to be qualified for the selection, the obtained points must be at least 80% on the technical execution 
and 80% on the artistic content.
Results from events not in Belgium are allowed on the condition that there are at least 50 participants . The points 
are reduced to a score on 10 and must be sent in by the competitors themselves, at the latest 1 month after the  
competition took place, joined with the necessary evidence (a scan or copy of the result sheet). A competition 
abroad does not count as a province.
The average number of points is calculated on the total of the three best competition.
When a club organizes 2 competitions, both may be taken into account for the 5 best results. In the calculation of 
the 3 best competitions, only one may be taken into account.

The  top  ranking  competitors  in  their  discipline  are  selected  for  the  World  Championship,  the  European 
Championship or represent Belgium at international competitions.
As HTM was only introduced in the beginning of 2012, results obtained in previous competitions in the mixed 
classes (Freestyle + HTM) are taken into account.
There are different criteria for the season.
The  season for  the  selection  for  the  Grand Prix  and  for  the  selection  for  Crufts  and the  year  classification 
(Challenge section 5b) starts on December 1 and ends on November 30 of the subsequent year.
The season for the selection for the World Championship and the European Championship are determined as 
follows : in these cases, as close as possible to the closing date of the competitions, but not closer than 14 days 
before the registration date since these competitions can take place at various times during the year. For other 
selections the most recent possible ranking is taken into account.

For the World Championship, the dog needs a pedigree recognized by the FCI or he needs to be registered in the  
annexes (RISH). 
For Crufts and the European Championship, this rule does not count : a handler can compete with only one dog 
without a pedigree.
At  the  European  Championship  or  World  Championships  or  other  international  competitions  where  team 
championships are held each handler will only enter one dog per discipline although a second dog may be named 
as reserve..

6. Ranking.

First of all, the conditions written above must be respected.
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Throughout the whole year, a ranking is kept of the results of the competitors from the advanced program (current 
selection system).

The date for selections may vary.

What is taken into consideration : 

The best results of 5 competitions in at least 3 different Belgian provinces and assessed by at least 5 different  
judges are first taken into account. E.g. when a person has 4 good results in the province of Antwerp and 2 that  
are not as high scoring in the province of Limburg and Brabant,  the lower marks  gained in the province of 
Antwerp in not taken into account, even though this one may be higher than the other marks from the other 2 
provinces. So firstly we take  into account the 5 competitions in at least 3 provinces, then the judges.

Per province, maximum 3 competitions can count.

Only scores higher than 8/10 count (both artistic and technical content).

The 3 best results from the selection of these 5 count. 

From these 3 best results only 1 result may be taken into account from competitions organized by the same club,  
for the 5 best results, more results from the same club may be taken into account. 

The players that are selected first have 1 week to consider whether they want to compete or not. A second choice 
of handler has to decide within24 hours after they have been informed.

For the ranking these conditions must be fulfilled first. For the further determination of the ranking the following 
exceptions are applied : 

           5 competitions, 3 provinces, 5 judges

Then        5 competitions, 3 provinces, 4 judges

Then        5 competitions, 3 provinces, 3 judges

Then 5 competitions, 3 provinces, less than 3 judges

Then        5 competitions, 2 provinces

Then        5 competitions, 1 province

Then        4 competitions, 3 provinces
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Then        4 competitions, 2 provinces

Then        4 competitions, 1 provinces

Then        3 competitions, 3 provinces

Then        3 competitions, 2 provinces

Then        3 competitions, 1 provinces

FROM THEN ON YOU ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR RANKING BUT YOU CAN NOT 
PARTICIPATE  IN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS unless a special permission is given.

Then 2 competitions

Then 1 competition

THEN COMPETITIONS UNDER 80% 

The ranking is made and  kept by the section 5b itself.

Each club is required to put their results in an excel file and to send them to the section within 14 days after the 
competition. The technical execution and artistic content must be mentioned separately. 

Players who have played abroad must send their results within the month, with a copy of the competition sheet 
and indications of where the competition took place. 

7  .   Heelwork To Music   (H.T.M.)  
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- HTM is as the name suggests a routine composed primarily by Heelwork. At least 75% of the routine   must  
be Heelwork.

- During the whole routine the dog may not be more than 2 meters away from the handler.

- If the number of required positions is not respected, points will be subtracted.

* In “initiation” 4 positions are required

* In “beginners” 4 positions are required

* In “novice” 6 positions are required

* In “intermediate” 8 positions are required

* In “advanced” 10 positions are required

- The handler chooses his positions from the following list :  

1. The right shoulder of the dog is situated parallel and next to the left leg of the handler (left side).

2. The left shoulder of the dog is situated parallel and next to the right leg of the handler (right side). 
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3. The right shoulder of the dog is situated parallel to the right leg of the handler. The dog is looking towards  
the handler (inverted right side).

4. The left shoulder of the dog is situated parallel to the left leg of the handler. The dog is looking towards 
the handler (inverted left side).

5. The dog is situated between the legs of the handler and looking in the same direction as the handler. His 
shoulders are at the height of the legs of the hander.
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6. The dog is situated between the legs of the hander and looking in the opposite direction to the handler. 

7. The dog is standing sideways in front of the hander, with his right side towards the front side of the 
handler. The right shoulder of the dog is situated at the height of the right leg of the hander. This may be  
on both inside or outside of the leg. (E.g. is outside).

8. The dog is standing sideways in front of the hander, with the left side towards the front side of the hander.  
The left shoulder of the dog is situated at the height of the left leg of the handler. This may be on both  
inside or outside of the leg. (E.g. is outside).
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9. The dog is standing behind the handler, with the right shoulder of the dog at the left leg of the handler.

10. The dog is standing behind the hander, with the left shoulder of the dog at the right leg of the handler. 

- These positions must remain constant during the movement. The dog may not jump, dawdle or hesitate to 
maintain his position. Jumps are allowed during a HTM routine provided that the dog does not jump further 
than 2 metres from the handler.

- The dog must remain in a parallel position to the handler.
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- The dog must move correctly and straight,  not crossing the legs. An exception is when making lateral  
movements, here the dog may cross its legs.

- The dog must always keep a constant distance from the handler and this in all positions.

- The dog must always adapt to the speed of the handler.

- The dog does not have to look at the handler, but it’s a plus when he does this. 

- The positions below are called HTM positions in certain countries and not considered as Freestyle. They do 
not belong to the standard required positions of HTM in Belgium. However, they may also be used in a 
routine in Belgium and will not be counted as Freestyle.
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Drawings of  positions with permission    © Esther Neimeijer (NDDB) 
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8. Annexes.

8.1. Uniform entry form.

8.2. Marking sheet for judges.

8.3.General Results sheet



ENTRY FORM. Section 5B
Date Organized by In

(of the competition) (Name of the organizing club) (Place)

Free Style HTM INNOVATION forms a group with

 Initiation  

 Beginners  

 Novice  

 Intermediate  

 Advanced

 Junior  

 Innovation  

(put a “x” at the right place) Only fill in for innovation

OWNER

NAME CLUB

TOWN   POSTAL CODE

STREET   N°. PROVINCE  

TELEPHONE MOBILE  

E-MAIL:  

HANDLER

NAME  

DOG

NAME  

BREED  DATE of BIRTH  

CHIP:NUMBER PEDIGREE N°  

WORKBOOK N°  GENDER  

SONG TITLE  

ARTIST  
DURATION 
(minutes)



By the registration the signatory declares to accept the rules of the KKUSH and the section 5B and also the rules of the organizing club about the competition and to be familiar with these and to be obliged  
to fulfill the payment for the registration. He accepts that the registration can be destroyed without further processing and without notice of the organizing club when the registration form was not received  
within the required date or was not complete. 

ENTRY COSTS -  9 €

Date

Signature

Registration received Date payment N°



KKUSH section 5B                Heelwork To Music    /     Free Style       Class:                                        Judge:  

Organizing Club:  Date:
Name handler: Team number:
Name dog: Music:
Date of birth:
Breed:

Presentation Points Max Comments of the judge:
Collaboration between dog/handler
Presentation of the routine
Hand gestures/help
Attention of the dog+ degree of difficulty

Presentation 10

Content Points Max Comments of the judge:
Number of exercises + fullness of the routine
Correct execution of the moves 
choreography
Use of the ring
Degree of difficulty considering the 
characteristics of the dog breed

Content 10

Artistic content Points Max Comments of the judge:
Musical interpretation 
Does the routine suit the music
Does the music suit the dog
Clothing and accessories

Artistic content 10

Total score

30 Judge:



Dog Dance  Section 5B          ORGANIZING CLUB………………………………………..DATE ………

Class OJUNIOR                    JUDGE 1Name JUDGE2Name JUDGE 3 Name JUDGE4Name Total
OINITIATION Rounded to10 points
OBEGINNERS

Pres. Cont. Art. Pres. Cont. Art. Pres. Cont. Art. Pres. Cont. Art. Pres. Cont. Art.
FINAL 
SCORE

O NOVICE
O INTERMEDIATE
O ADVANCED
O INNOVATION

Team nr. HANDLER /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /10 /30

Handler Dog Scoreon30points President of the jury

1°
2°
3°












	Total score

